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CONFIDENTIAL MADRID 6059 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, MARR, SP 
SUBJECT: NPW VISITS 

REF: MADRID 6055 (NOTAL) 

1 . IN CONNECTION WITH MY CONVERSATION WITH FOREIGN 
MINISTER OREJA IN SAN SEBASTIAN, AUGUST 11, (REFTEL) IT WILL 
BE NOTED THAT HE REFERRED TO THE POSSIBILITY THAT CARTAGENA 
MIGHT BE USED FOR NPW'S. I DO NOT KNOW WHETHER THIS WAS 
SOMETHING HE TOSSED OFF THE TOP OF HIS HEAD OR WHETHER 
AT THE COUNCIL OF THE MINISTERS MEETING ON JULY 29 
THERE MIGHT HAVE BEEN SOME REFERENCE TO CARATAGENA BEING 
OFFERED AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR PALMA AND SOME OF THE OTHER CIVILIAN 
PORTS IN WHICH WE ARE INTERESTED. 

2. 1 SHOULD APPRECIATE BEING INFORMED WHETHER THE 
NAVY DOES HAVE AN INTEREST IN CARTAGENA. IF IT DOES, 

THEN I WOULD PROPOSE TO TALK TO DEFENSE MINISTER 
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GUTIERREZ-MELLADO AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO TRY TO GET 
FROM HIM SOME FEEL AS TO WHETHER CARTAGENA IS INDEED 
A POLITICALLY VIABLE OPTION AS FAR AS THE SPANISH 
ARE CONCERNED. THERE IS OBVIOUSLY NO POINT IN PURSUING 
CARTAGENA IF, IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS, THE GOS, AT THE 
POLITICAL LEVEL, IS GOING TO RULE IT OUT. 
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3. GUTIERREZ MELLADO WILL BE BACK FROM HIS BRIEF VACATION 
EARLY NEXT YEAR. I AM PLANNING TO ATTEND A FUNCTION 
GIVEN IN MY HONOR BY THE MAYOR OF ROTA AUGUST 19 AND 
BECAUSE OF OTHER COMMITMENTS WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO SEE 
GT TTIF.R R F.Z-MET ,T . ADO BEFORE THE LATTER PART OF THE WEEK 
BEGINNING AUGUST 22. STABLER 
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